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Introduction 
The Shire of Wyndham East Kimberley (the Shire) invites expressions of interest (EOI) to 
lease Lot 509 Millington Drive, Kununurra for the use and development of a water-based 
community, recreational or tourism enterprise on Lake Kununurra. 
 
The Shire encourages use and development that adds value to the community and visitor 
experiences of the lake, demonstrates community benefit and is sensitive to the cultural, 
social and environmental values of the area.   
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General Information 
Kununurra is a major town in the Kimberley, located in the far eastern corner of Western 
Australia. It is approximately 820kms southwest of Darwin and 1,000kms east of Broome and 
has a population of approximately 6,500 people. Kununurra is the eastern gateway to the 
Kimberley region, which is incredibly scenic and well known for its natural attractions - gorges, 
waterfalls, rivers, lakes, ranges and escarpments.  
 
Tourism within the region and Kununurra is growing rapidly, and the town is serviced by 
regular daily Regional Passenger Transit flights to Darwin, Broome or Perth. At the time of 
preparing this document, the East Kimberley Regional Airport was receiving approximately 
22 RPT services per week, and handled in excess of 79,000 passengers in 2019, 44,000 in 
2020 and 32,000 from January to June 2021. These services are complemented by a 
number of tourist operators, including for scenic flights, off-road tours and ocean, river and 
lake cruising. 
 
Lake Kununurra is popular with locals for recreational boating and there are already a number 
of commercial (tour) operators and the Shire has designated a strip of land between Millington 
Drive and the foreshore to accommodate another commercial (tour) operator or which may 
accommodate self-drive (hire) boating operations, or alternatively for a community based 
(boating) enterprise. 

Property Details 
Certificate of Title: Lot 509 on Plan 66529 
Address:  Millington Drive, Kununurra 
Reserve: 
Zoning/Land Use: 

50467 
Special Use zone “Commercial Boating Facility” 

Area: 2,134 sqm with a foreshore buffer area of 446 sqm available to 
be licenced from the Shire in conjunction with the Lease. 
Licence enables access across the foreshore. 

 
The property is located approximately 6km west of the Kununurra town site and 2km 
southwest of the East Kimberley Regional Airport, on the southern side of Victoria Hwy. It is 
located upstream of the Diversion Dam and the parkland area known as Swim Beach and 
downstream of the Kununurra Water Ski Club. 
 
A location map of the site and site photographs are attached to this document at Appendix 
A. 

Land Description 
The site is reasonably flat and has been selectively cleared with portions of foreshore 
vegetation remaining intact. Access to the site is from Millington Drive, Kununurra. 
 
Part of the adjacent foreshore (licence) area has been excavated to allow vessel mooring 
and this partly affects the main lease area.  
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Services 
Power is available for connection. However, currently scheme water, communications land 
line and reticulated sewerage is unavailable. Given the proximity to the adjacent wetland, 
there will be restrictions on the type of waste water treatment system which may be 
approved for the site.  

Land Use 
The land is currently vacant. Permitted use and development of the land will be for a water-
based community, recreation or tourism purpose. Any future development should be 
designed appropriately given the constraints of the site and the close proximity of the 
adjacent water body. 
 
Successful applicants will be required to obtain all approvals such as planning, building and 
health including, where applicable, external agency approvals (ie Bed and Banks approval).  

Building and Structural Improvements 
There are no buildings on the land. Existing infrastructure includes a water tank and power 
board.  

Fencing 
The site is fenced. The successful applicant will be responsible for ensuring fencing is 
maintained to the boundaries. 

Environmental, Heritage and Cultural Issues 
The site is adjacent to a Ramsar listed wetland (a wetland of international importance) and 
has a strong cultural link to the Miriuwung Gajerrong people. 

Lease terms 
A lease tenure of up to 10 years may be offered for a proposal that is evaluated to be of 
long-term benefit to the location and the annual rent will be subject to valuation. The lease 
will also be subject to approval from the Minister for Lands. 
 
A draft Lease document can be provided upon request. 

Form of the Expression of Interest 
Applicants submitting an expression of interest, will be required to address the following 
criteria in writing and must include all information requested within this document to be 
considered, including: 

(a) The full details (name, address and contact details) of all parties involved in the 
submission. 

(b) The contact details of at least two (2) suitable referees that are able to provide 
independent feedback to the Shire. 



 

6 
 

(c) Development proposal: outline of the proposed use and development, including any 
design plans, and/or business or project plan for the proposed operation. 

(d) Development timeframe: details on the milestones for any proposed 
construction/development (including relevant approvals) and commencement of 
operations. 

Additional criteria for a water-based recreation or tourism enterprise: 

(e) Detail current or previous experience in operating a recreation or tourism business. 
(f) Demonstrate financial capacity to successfully operate a recreation or tourism 

business, including capacity to complete any proposed development. 

Additional criteria for water-based community enterprise: 

(g) Community benefit – information detailing how your proposal will provide a benefit to 
the local community i.e. through meeting a high level of need in the community, 
responding to a community demand for the service, improving/promoting health and 
wellbeing. 

Lodgement of Submissions and Delivery 
The submission must be lodged by the deadline of: 4pm Monday 31 January 2022. The 
Submission is to be: 

• Placed in a sealed envelope clearly marked with ‘Expression of Interest EOI 02 21/22 
– Lease Lot 509 Millington Drive’, and 

o Delivered by hand to the Kununurra Shire Administration Office located at 20 
Coolibah Drive, Kununurra; or 

o Mailed and addressed to the Chief Executive Officer to PO Box 614, 
Kununurra, WA 6743; 

or 

• Electronic mail submissions are to be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer and 
titled “Expression of interest EOI 02 21/22 – Lease Lot 509 Millington Drive’ and 
emailed to: mail@swek.wa.gov.au  

Process for considering submissions: 
Following the close of the submission period, the Shire may seek further information and 
supporting documentation from selected applicants.  
 
All submissions will go to Council for consideration.  
 
The Shire may at its absolute discretion, before, during or after any negotiation with one or 
more applicants, decide not to proceed with any of the submissions or applicants. The 
selection of any applicant is final.  
 
The final selection of an applicant does not indicate the acceptance of the submission. If at 
any stage the Shire believes, at its sole discretion, that an agreement with a preferred 
applicant cannot be reached, the Shire will have the right to terminate negotiations with the 

mailto:mail@swek.wa.gov.au
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preferred applicant and to commence negotiations with the person/entity considered to be 
the next preferred applicant.  

Disclaimer 
The stated condition of the site is based on a visual inspection. This does not imply any 
warranty as to the actual condition of suitability of the site for the stated use.  

 
This expression of interest may result in negotiations for a contract, but is in itself not an 
offer open for acceptance by applicants by lodging a submission.  
 
Except as expressly and specifically permitted in this EOI, no applicant has any claim for 
compensation of any kind whatsoever, as a result of participating in or responding to this 
EOI and/or participating or not participating in any further negotiations resulting from this 
EOI. By submitting and EOI, each applicant agrees that it has no right to claims.  
 

  



 

Appendix A:  



 

PHOTOGRAPHS: AUGUST 2021 
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