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Kath Ryan- Department Primary Industries & Regional Development 
(DPIRD)
DPIRD provides information on fire management in the Western Australian 
rangelands to help pastoralists in their goals to improve and maintain 
sustainable use of the pastoral estate. Fire is integral to northern ecosystems. 
DPIRD supports land managers working together to reduce risks to people, the 
base resource, their livestock and livelihoods. Fire affects land systems and 
pasture types in different ways and has cumulative effects over time. 
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M David Bowman (pre-recorded video) - University of Tasmania 
There are trade offs between the needs of culture and society, and ecology and 
biodiversity. And, as the earth warms, our fire landscape is changing. How do 
we ensure that we are using fire in a sustainable way? And as wild fire becomes 
more common, how can we prepare for what is coming? Professor Bowman is 
exploring the relationship between fire, landscapes and humans so that he can 
answer these fundamental questions.

Steve Longo - Department of Fire and Emergency Services 
DFES will deliver a presentation outlining its major projects and key priorities 
for the Kimberley in line with its legislative responsibilities. Climate change is 
extending the duration of bushfire seasons, which means we need to adapt how 
planned burns are conducted. Using the latest scientific data, DFES is working 
closely with Aboriginal ranger groups, pastoralists and local government to 
maximise burning opportunities during cooler parts of the year so that firefighters 
can continue to mitigate the impact of bushfires. In the Kimberley Region DFES, 
not local governments, are responsible for managing local volunteer bushfire 
brigades. The latest Census showed volunteer numbers across Australia are 
falling. DFES has responded with targeted social media campaigns that have 
proven successful in towns like Broome, with some brigades now creating a 
waiting list for applicants. 

Introduction by Host: Steve Sharpe 

Welcome to Country: Ted Carlton  
3PM Opening Speech: David Menzel 
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Grey Mackay - Land Alliance 
Managing fire at a land scape scale requires us to manage across tenure. 
Once we move outside the fence, we encounter people who may have a 
different perspective or a different approach to fire management.  Only through 
developing a collaborative and co-ordinated approach can we start to break 
down barriers and build trust between different groups of land managers to 
better manage fire. 

Chris/Bobby Henggeler - Kachana Pastoral Company
Our relationship with this country runs back to 1985. Management on Kachana 
Station began in 1992. While learning continues, the land responds with results 
that speak for themselves. Working step-by-step with nature towards making 
our vision a reality. We will be sharing our vision and working-knowledge with 
others who wish to rebuild the health of the landscapes they depend on.

Kingsley Dixon - Curtin University
WA has the most extensive and intensive prescribed burning policy of any 
other region globally.  The impacts on species, ecosystems and the health of 
country is often poorly considered in the delivery of burning programs that are 
often use hectare targets.  I will present new science that highlights the risks to 
ecosystems of the practice of large-scale burning in comparison to traditional 
burning practices.

Tom Tristram - Western Australia Police Force
A short presentation on the role of the Arson Squad across WA including an 
introduction to Strike Force Vulcan (SFV). SFV is a multi-agency approach to 
combating deliberately lit bushfires between DFES, DBCA and Police built on 
two primary pillars being; targeted offender management and the investigation 
of deliberately lit bushfires.
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M Gary Fitt - Save the Gouldian Fund 
The Gouldian is a stunning and iconic species of Australia’s tropical savannas. 
Inappropriate fire reduces the availability of hollow bearing trees needed by 
Gouldians for nesting and contribute to their endangered status. I will discuss 
the research supported by Save the Gouldian Fund and our attempts to help 
the Gouldian recover. But what is really needed is coordinated, landscape scale 
fire management to return to a mosaic patch burning regime.
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M Andrew Morton - Kimberley Land Council 
Andrew Morton is a fire planning coordinator at the Kimberley Land Council. 
The KLC fire program works with highly skilled Indigenous rangers who use 
traditional knowledge together with modern science and technology, to fight fire 
with fire and reduce the likelihood of large uncontrolled wildfires. Andrew will be 
talking to the KLC burning principles and how the KLC supports ranger teams 
to undertake prescribed burning operations.



Erin Tassell - Kimberley Regional Leader 
Parks and Wildlife Service will be presenting its Regional fire management 
program, so members of the public can better understand the diversity of 
areas managed and some of the associated complexities. It will also be an 
opportunity to demonstrate the prescribed burn planning process and the 
scientific information used to identify priorities and how best to manage the land 
to protect the biodiversity significance of the Kimberley.

Ian Radford - Fire Ecologist, DBCA 
A short powerpoint on the role of fire in savanna landscapes in Australia and 
present results from our fire ecology research which we’ve been conducting in 
the Kimberley for the past 16 years. We will mainly explore the responses of 
threatened mammal species to different types of fire regimes. 

Closing of Forum 

Sarah Brett  (pre-recorded video) - Kimberley Animal Nature 
and Education (KANE Inc.) 
Dr Sarah Brett of Kimberley Vet Centre says in 31 years of working as a vet 
in the region, she had been “incredibly privileged” to treat some magnificent 
creatures. “But with cats, cane toads and fire, I’m seeing a lot less wildlife cases 
coming in, because there is less wildlife out there. 
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MC to close off Forum. Community members will have the chance to talk 
further to presenters8:
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Greg Postle - Artist 
Greg is a local artist and will talk briefly about his visual display. Greg’s artwork 
will be on display throughout the Fire Forum. 
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M Rohan Fisher - NAFI (Charles Darwin University)
2023 will be the 20th year NAFI has been providing detailed fire information to 
land managers across the Kimberley. Over this time NAFI has helped support 
a resurgence in proactive evidence-based fire management using satellite 
derived fire maps. This presentation will describe the data NAFI provides, how 
it can be accessed and some new tools and developments designed to make 
NAFI information even more accessable and useful for on ground planning, 
response and assessment.


