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MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL  

HELD ON 10 SEPTEMBER 2012 

 
I hereby certify that the Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held are a true and accurate 
record of the proceedings contained therein. 
 
 

_________________________ 
  Shire President Confirmed  

  
Date:  ___________________ 
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SHIRE OF WYNDHAM EAST KIMBERLEY 
AGENDA 

OF THE SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 5:00 PM. 

 

1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 
The Shire President declared the meeting open at 5:01pm. 

2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

(PREVIOUSLY APPROVED) 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Cr J Moulden   Shire President 
Cr R Addis    Deputy Shire President (by teleconference) 
Cr D Ausburn   Councillor 
Cr R Dessert   Councillor 
Cr Cissy Gore-Birch Gault  Councillor  

 
G Gaffney   Chief Executive Officer 
N Kearns   Director Community Development  
J Ellis    Director Corporate Services 
J Hutson    Executive Assistant  
D McCallum   Governance Officer (Minute Taker) 
    
GALLERY 
 
Chris Gunby    Regional Manager Department of Water 

 
APOLOGIES 
 
Cr J Parker    Councillor 
Cr J McCoy   Councillor  
 
 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE PREVIOUSLY APPROVED 
 
Nil  

 

5:31pm The Shire President declares the meeting cancelled due to no quorum being 
established within the 30 mins after the meeting was due to start as per Local 
Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 r.8.  
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3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

 Financial Interest 
 
Nil 
 

 Impartiality Interest 
 

Nil  
 

 Proximity Interest 
 

Nil 
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Advice has been sought from the Ord Irrigation Cooperative (OIC) and the Ord-East 
Kimberley Expansion Project (OEKEP). The OEKEP has indicated that the current Ord 
Allocation Plan may not provide sufficient water allocation to enable the development of 
irrigated agriculture to its full potential. They are of the view that there is a possibility that 
sugar cane may emerge as a major crop across the valley, and if that were to happen, there 
may not be a sufficient allocation. 
 
OEKEP has suggested an interagency workshop to develop and scope out investigative 
work aimed at increasing the water allocation for irrigated agriculture. The OEKEP have not 
however provided a formal response on the Plan, at this stage. 
 
The OIC have provided a formal response to DoW and have sent a copy of that 
correspondence to the Shire (attached).  The OIC have raised concerns about the plan’s 
compliance with the National Water Initiative and concerns about the Department of Water’s 
intention to recoup part of the OIC’s water entitlement. 
 
COMMENT 

The volumes of water allocated to each area of the Ord Irrigation Area have not changed 
from the plan released in 2006.  It is important to note that the allocations are calculated 
using an average of approximately 16ML of water per hectare at a 95% reliability of supply.  
The type of crops planted across the irrigation area will impact on the volume of water that is 
available for future development.  However, this plan allows for the full expansion of the 
Irrigation area including the 14000 hectares in the Northern Territory.  If a greater volume of 
allocated water is required, reliability of supply may need to decrease. 
 
The volume of water allocated to self-supply pumpers is 15GL and approximately 60% of 
that volume has already been allocated.  No additional allocations are set aside for further 
rural residential or residential developments such as Valentine Falls estate. 
 
There is likely to be an announcement by the State Government at the end of September 
2012 regarding the distribution of land in the Goomig, Knox Plain and Ord West bank land 
areas.  The Shire President John Moulden and Chief Executive Officer Gary Gaffney have 
been briefed about that process. Councillors may want to consider the potential impact that 
the announcement may have on the community. 
 
Taking on board the suggestions of the OEKEP and the concerns of the OIC, and having 
regard to the potential needs for the area with regards to both agriculture and urban 
development, it is suggested that Council submit to the Department of Water on the  
following basis: 
 

 That consideration is given to additional consultation on the Plan with the broader 
community, to better explain the Plan with respect to the need for environmental 
water requirements and how restrictions will apply in drought periods. 

 That an interagency working group be formed, along the lines of that suggested by 
the Ord East Kimberley Expansion Project to discuss the current allocated volumes 
and the implications for the types of crops planted in the valley and to ensure greater 
flexibility to anticipated future expanded agricultural opportunities. 

 That there is consideration for allocation of water supply for expansion of urban and 
rural-residential land consistent with the Shire’s planning strategies. 
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 To review new release rules and the potential impacts that may be caused to tour 
boat operators – to ensure that water is available for tourism operations, particularly 
during the dry season months. 

 That the Shire acknowledges the concerns of the Ord Irrigation Cooperative in regard 
to compliance with the National Water Initiative and the potential restrictions that may 
be placed on local growers if the OIC’s entitlement is reduced. 

 
A copy of the draft response is provided at Attachment 1. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

The associated attachment will be provided under separate cover. 
 
Attachment 1 – Draft response to Department of Water 
Attachment 2 – Copy of letter from Ord Irrigation Cooperative to Department of Water in 
response to the plan. 
 
VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority 
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

That Council notes Ord River Surface Water Allocation Plan and writes to the 
Department of Water and submits on the basis of the following: 
 

 That consideration is given to additional consultation on the Plan with the 
broader community, to better explain the Plan with respect to the need for 
environmental water requirements and how restrictions will apply in drought 
periods. 

 That an interagency working group be formed, along the lines of that 
suggested by the Ord East Kimberley Expansion Project to discuss the current 
allocated volumes and the implications for the types of crops planted in the 
valley and to ensure greater flexibility to anticipated future expanded 
agricultural opportunities. 

 That there is consideration for allocation of water supply for expansion of 
urban and rural-residential land consistent with the Shire’s planning strategies. 

 To review new release rules and the potential impacts that may be caused to 
tour boat operators – to ensure that water is available for tourism operations, 
particularly during the dry season months. 

 That the Shire acknowledges the concerns of the Ord Irrigation Cooperative in 
regard to compliance with the National Water Initiative and the potential 
restrictions that may be placed on local growers if the OIC’s entitlement is 
reduced. 
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Attachment 1 – Draft response to Department of Water 
  
 



Special Council Meeting Minutes 10 September 2012 Page 9 of 14 

 

Attachment 2 – Copy of letter from Ord Irrigation Cooperative to Department of Water 
in response to the plan. 
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5. CLOSURE 

 

The Shire President declares the meeting closed at 5.31pm. Thank you to staff for 
attendance in gallery. 
 


